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October 2011

Newsletter

Photos from Lancaster and Lilac Cohousing Groups.  
It really can happen.  Check out their websites and 
drool.

Tudor Trust Funding

The Network is delighted to announce that it has been granted funding by the Tudor Trust for a 
two year period. This will enable us to appoint a full time coordinator to develop our work and 
help us embed the learning we have gained from the work we have been doing with our NESTA 
funding over the last two years. We shall be advertising the post nationally soon. 

Study days

A very successful study day looking at the Mutual Home Ownership model (the model adopted by 
LILAC) was held on 30 September. This is an approach to financing housing which takes as its 
starting point the idea that housing is something to use rather than a capital investment. It 
supports the development of affordable housing. Notes from the day are available on our website. 

We are looking at organising another study day Ð any suggestions for topics Ð and especially any 
offers to help organise the event would be very welcome. 

Study days are aimed at forming groups and are intended to provide an opportunity to look at a 
specific issue in more depth. The days also provide forming groups with an opportunity to meet 
each other and share experience. The idea is that each day is organised by people with an interest 
in the topic with some support from the Network office. A small charge is made to participants to 
cover expenses. 

Mutual Housing Group

The Network is part of the Mutual Housing Group which brings together a range of organisations 
from the mutual housing sector. This includes the Confederation of Co-operative Housing, the 
Community Land Trusts Network, the Community Gateway Network, the Development Trusts 
Association, the National Federation of Tenant Management Organisations and the National  
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Association of Self-Build Associations and representatives from Coops UK, Locality, Royal 
Insitute of Chartered Surveyors also attend. The Homes and Communities Agency sends 
observers. The aim of the group is to present a coordinated view of the interests of the 
sector particularly to Government. The group has just launched its website at

http://mutualhousinggroup.coop/

Government policy developments

There are a number of developments which might benefit forming groups Ð potentially with 
more to come when the Localism Bill becomes law and when the Department of 
Communities and Local Government publishes its Housing Strategy. These include:

Programmes being delivered by Locality (the new organisation formed from the merger of 
the Development Trusts Association and BASSAC which was the umbrella body for 
settlements). 

a) Building Community Ð a programme to help people understand the new planning 
systems

b)  Community Organisers Ð a programme to train 5,000 people to facilitate 
community initiatives

The Building Community programme offers free courses and resources. Although not, of 
course, specifically intended for cohousers, there is much in the content of these which is 
potentially relevant and useful. Look at the website to see if you would be eligible to take 
advantage of any of them.  http://locality.org.uk/

The Community Development Foundation is delivering the Community First programme. 
This offers grants at neighbourhood level in deprived areas across all local authority areas in 
England. It is possible that a cohousing group could work with a wider neighbourhood to 
their mutual benefit around this. 
http://www.cdf.org.uk/web/guest/neighbourhood-matched-fund

Selling off Surplus Land - Four Government departments have produced strategies about 
selling off their surplus land: Ministry of Defence   www.mod.uk/ , Department of Health    
www.dh.gov.uk/, Ministry of Transport  www.dft.gov.uk/, DEFRA www.defra .gov.uk/.  See 
details on their websites. 

Selling of Public Land
There is a new ÒRight to ReclaimÓ , a means of requiring agencies to sell public land for 
community benefit. This is associated with new guidance and a map of surplus land.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/2001971
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Bringing empty homes back in use
Funding is to be made available to support bringing empty homes back into use. The 
programme will also apply to non residential property being brought back into use as 
residential property. The majority of the money Ð but not all Ð will go to Registered Providers 
(Housing Associations in old speak). Self help housing (also funded by the Tudor Trust) is 
possibly going to run events to explain how it will work.  http://self-help-housing.org/about/

Survey

Many thanks to those of you who completed our survey about what the Network should be 
doing. Here are a few of the findings:

1. The most important things we do (or should do) are:
Lobbying government
Working with financial institutions to develop finance packages
Facilitating networking and information sharing between groups
Providing written information about the process of developing new communities

95% of people who had used the resources on our website found them useful or very useful. 

2.  Activities respondents would be most interested in are:
Occasional workshops
Attending an annual cohousing conference
Taking part in social networking events
Participating in an online forum

Individuals are particularly interested in open days at cohousing communities. 

3. Views on whether we should charge a membership fee for the Network were very 
mixed. 

We shall be analysing the results further and hope to make some recommendations initially to 
the Network Board about how we should develop the Network in the future. 

HELP US OUT - Impact of Cohousing

We are still keen to have any information about the positive impact of living in cohousing on 
its residents or the positive impact on neighbours and surrounding community of having a 
cohousing community in their midst. Any form of evidence is welcome.  This is a very useful 
tool for us all to persuade Government of the value of cohousing so please jot down your 
thoughts as they come to you or email directly to office@cohousing.org.uk (or use 'contact us' 
on our website ).  You can send a single email each time a piece of evidence springs to mind Ð 
and we'll collate them. We need to record all the real experiences you have so please help us 
out.  

http://self-help-housing.org/about/
http://self-help-housing.org/about/
mailto:office@cohousing.org.uk
mailto:office@cohousing.org.uk
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GROUP NEWS

FROME COHOUSING GROUP
Frome Co-housing general meeting and AGM, Sunday 30th October 2011, 2.00 Ð 5.00 pm, 
Christchurch Hall, Park Road BA11 1EU

Read more about meeting at http://www.cohousing.org.uk/node/429

STOP PRESS!
We have recently been working with the Aster Homes Housing Association and they have put in 
a bid in conjunction with us for the Old Dairy site and the adjacent paddock. At the time of 
sending this out we have not heard if this has been accepted but we do know this is not the 
only offer that has been received, so it is very possible that by the time of the meeting we 
will not be able to have any further interest in that site. The exciting part is the very positive 
and swift way Aster got involved - so we should have some interesting and exciting discussions 
about sites.

t ... @cutting-energy.co.uk (click on three dots to get full address)

NEW GROUP   North London Sustainable Housing Partnership ~ North London Sustainable 
Housing Partnership Ltd (NLSHP) is a social enterprise which aims to provide sustainable 
housing for support of people over 50 so they remain in their community, maintaining local 
links and relationships while also living in a mixed inter generational community. See the 
website at: http://nlshp.wordpress.com/

EXISTING COMMUNITY (NORMANDY) DEVELOPING AS COHOUSING MODEL - Our community is 
situated in Les Mouex, a small hamlet in the canton of Beny Bocage in Calvados, france.  The 
3.1 hectare rural site currently provides 5 residences and work spaces. There are also ongoing 
building projects and potential for further development on site.  We are researching 
alternative housing models to landlord/tenant and weÕve got our eye on the cohousing model.

Please link to the project plan for details

RECRUITING - Cohousing Cymru (Cardiff) is recruiting members
We are growing our group, holding open meetings, working with Cadwyn Housing Association, 
mastering social networking and getting a website going.

Please see the group's mission statement and contact details here

http://www.cohousing.org.uk/node/429
http://www.cohousing.org.uk/node/429
http://mailhide.recaptcha.net/d?k=01FYcZJHos1NlWFXBZLcb83A==&c=Px-0asS4zcWQS1N75lz0UzBYoGzYidgKo_IoQ6ZQcQY=
http://mailhide.recaptcha.net/d?k=01FYcZJHos1NlWFXBZLcb83A==&c=Px-0asS4zcWQS1N75lz0UzBYoGzYidgKo_IoQ6ZQcQY=
http://nlshp.wordpress.com/
http://nlshp.wordpress.com/
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http://nlshp.wordpress.com
http://www.cohousing.org.uk/files/les%20moueux%20project%20.pdf
http://www.cohousing.org.uk/files/les%20moueux%20project%20.pdf
http://www.cohousing.org.uk/cardiff-cohousing-cymru
http://www.cohousing.org.uk/cardiff-cohousing-cymru
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LAND/PROPERTY FOR SALE

Earth Heart Housing Co-operative in rural Derbyshire has residential property available to 
buy - a 2.5 bedroom converted hayloft.  For details see: http://www.cohousing.org.uk/
node/422

Large Devon House, 2.5 Acres, Shop , Workshop +

See details at http://www.cohousing.org.uk/node/415

TRAINING

Cohousing course at the Threshold Centre, Dorset   18th - 20th Nov 
Creating Cohousing - what cohousing is and how to get started. Whether you are just 
starting your exploration, or in the perplexing thick of it, and whether you're an interested 
individual or already part of a group, we aim to help with your questions. Led by Threshold 
Centre residents.

Begins: 7pm Friday 18th November       Ends:  3pm Sunday 20th November

Find out more about Threshold Cohousing Courses

Contact us     office@cohousing.org.uk

See our website                See your group on our website           www.cohousing.org.uk

Meet some of the 
women from Older 
WomenÕs Cohousing in 
London.  See their 
website at 

http://
www.owch.org.uk/
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